
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       June 9, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

I am writing to follow up on the incident that occurred on Friday and to provide you with additional information 

that to both allay your fears and allow you to discuss this matter further with your child in a manner you deem 

most appropriate. 

 

First, I want to thank county police for their response to our school when the incident was reported. Multiple 

officers arrived quickly to investigate the report by one of our students that a stranger tried to grab the student in 

the woods. Police canvassed the area thoroughly and could not find anyone in or near the wooded area. Interviews 

with students and staff also provided no witnesses to any unauthorized person in the area. 

 

Although our investigation did not bring forth information from any adult or other student to establish anything 

unusual occurring during recess, our Office of School Security has now exhaustively reviewed camera footage of 

the recess area – some of it frame by frame – around the time of the reported incident. While we are continuing to 

investigate, the footage appears to show a group of students playing near the tree line and then running on the hill 

that leads from the woods back to the school. There is nothing we have seen to date to suggest that an 

unauthorized person caused that action. Instead, it appears one student in the group may have been startled by 

another and the students ran up the hill en masse.  

 

Officials at our school were in communication with police, our school system’s Office of School Security, and 

our school system’s Communications Office well into the afternoon on Friday. It was the time needed for those 

discussions – as well as a technical issue that prevented Communications Office staff from getting into the system 

to send the automated call – that led to the lateness of the notification to you on Friday. 

 

However, to be very clear, our school never received any instruction from police or our Office of School Security 

that we should modify our dismissal procedures on Friday. Had we received such instruction, we certainly would 

have done so. Though I was not at school, it is my understanding that, as a precautionary matter considering what 

had been reported, police had officers in the area of our school on Friday afternoon. 

 

I will be holding a meeting with our staff prior to the arrival of students tomorrow morning to discuss the 

procedures we have in place for recess. As a precautionary measure, students will not be allowed down the hill 

toward the woods during recess. We will reinforce that with staff and students tomorrow.  

 

I truly thank you for the concern you have expressed about this matter. I also appreciate the extensive work of our 

Office of School Security in looking into this matter. We all take the safety and security of our students very 

seriously, and we will continue to do everything we can in that regard.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Deneen Houghton 

Principal 
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